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ASOTIN CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 

August 25, 2014 

Asotin City Hall, 121 Cleveland Street, Asotin WA 

 

CALL TO ORDER:     Mayor Bonfield called the City Council Meeting to order at 5:30p.m.  

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Councilmember Appleton Led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

ROLL CALL:    Joe Appleton, Jennifer Bly, Bob Van Pelt 

 

STAFF PRESENT: Tiffany Rogers, Clerk/Treasurer, Jane Richards, City Attorney 

 

PRESS:      Kerri Sandaine, Lewiston Morning Tribune 

 

AUDIENCE:  Eric Hasenoehrl, Keltic Engineering, Inc, Elaine Greene, Jo Anne Miller, Charlotte    

 Tuttle, Patrick McNamara, Lynn Jarvis, Rachel Mendazona, Jerry Pierce, Bill  

 Caradine, Francis Gale 

 

PUBLIC HEARING: None 

 

ORAL COMMUNICATIONS- PUBLIC COMMENT: 

Mayor Bonfield explained in consideration of others wishing to speak, your remarks are limited to three 

minutes.  Please stand, state your name and address for the records.   

 

Jerry Pierce of 328 Garfield explained he would like to have a variance on his property to build a car port that 

would be attached to his garage.  Jerry Pierce provided a map of the location to the council.  The car port would 

have three supporting post that would be placed in cement.  Mayor Bonfield asked Jerry Pierce, did you attend 

the Planning Committee Public Hearing Meeting and the committee denied the request. Jerry Pierce stated yes, 

the request was denied.  Planning Commission Chairperson, Elaine Greene stated the area was only about a foot 

of clearance and it is supposed to be seven feet of clearance.  Planning Commission Chairperson, Elaine Greene 

stated Jerry Pierce was going to place the posts on the block wall. Jerry Pierce stated it is a rock wall.  

Councilmember Bly asked can you put the structure on the rock wall. Mayor Bonfield would like 

Councilmember Appleton and Councilmember Van Pelt to inspect the property and present a report and an 

assessment of the variance request at the next council meeting. 

 

Neighbor Bill Caradine of 404 Garfield stated he is in favor of the new car port for Jerry Pierce. Eric 

Hasenoehrl, Keltic Engineering, Inc. stated there are setbacks required or separation between buildings.  Eric 

Hasenoehrl, Keltic Engineering, Inc. asked if Jerry Pierce needed to move the property line, or move the car 

port to the other side.  Jerry Pierce stated it is not an option to place the car port on the other side as it is on a 

hillside. 

 

CONSENT CALENDAR:  

The Council was presented with the following consent agenda: 

1. Minutes of August 11, 2014 Regular Meeting 

2. Expense Checks – #36221  $1,500.00  #36238-36275  $42,962.73 

3. Payroll Checks- #36222-36237  $11,895.05 

4. EFT – $3,974.72  $31.10 

5. Void - #36197 $20.00 
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Councilmember Appleton made a motion to approve the consent calendar. Seconded by Councilmember Bly. 

There was no discussion.  All Aye.  Motion carried. 

 

Excused Councilmember’s – Mervin Schneider, George Tucker 

Unexcused Councilmember’s - None 

 

OLD BUSINESS: 

1. 5
th

 Street Earl Addition Water Line  

Mayor Bonfield stated after reviewing the letter from Virginia Earl's Attorney, Mayor Bonfield would 

like to develop a letter to the attorney that states The Asotin City Council has reviewed the tentative 

proposal regarding the Earl Addition.  While the City of Asotin does not agree that the City has received 

payment for water usage from the property for many years the city also would respectfully say that the 

PUD, when they repaired the pipe that flooded the James Light property, found a line that was never 

metered.  The City has no way of calculating how many thousands of gallons of water may have been 

used over the years by this unmetered line. There was only one line; however there may be more 

unmetered lines and the city will not know that until the entire system is replaced. 

 

The City Council on 4/18/1977 notified Mr. Earl that the City would not be responsible for maintenance 

to the water-sewer or streets and the plat will not be accepted until all the improvements are made 

according to Standards set up by the City Ordinance.  To date the improvements according to Standards 

set by City Ordinance have not been made.  Therefore the City is not responsible for the water line. 

 

When Virginia Earl goes forward with replacing the water line she has the option of installing a 4” line.  

According to Andy Servantz, Engineer for Asotin, Department of Health Virginia Earl must hire an 

engineer and have it designed and submitted to the Department of Health for review which can be quite 

costly.  If she replaces it with 6” pipe which is the Standard none of that will be necessary. 

 

The City would prefer that the pipe was 8” which would allow other property owners to hook into the 

line. Greg Fry, owns property above the Earl Addition.  He indicated that he would be willing to pay the 

difference between the 6” and 8” line. 

 

In order for the Earl Addition to be accepted by the City, the road, curbs, sidewalk and storm drain must 

be designed to Standards set by City Ordinance.  The sewer line would also need to be inspected to 

make sure the line meets Standards. 

 

Although, the City would like to have Earl Addition meet City Standards set by City Ordinance, it may 

be in Virginia’s best interest (cost wise) to install the 6” line C-900 pipe and not try to bring the addition 

up to City Standards. 

 

Mayor Bonfield would like permission from the council to develop a letter.  Permission is granted.  

Councilmember Van Pelt asked how far apart do fire hydrants have to be.  Eric Hasenoehrl,  Keltic 

Engineering, Inc. stated in residential areas they have to be placed every 400 feet.  Not sure if this 

addition has a fire hydrant at the end of the street. 

 

2. Civil Service Commission members still needed 

Still trying to find members. 
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3. Discussion of Sewer Line on Quarry Road  

Mayor Bonfiled reported she has talked with the city's insurance, and they will not cover any issues on 

Quarry Road.  Mayor Bonfield will ask Councilmember Bly and Councilmember Tucker who are on the 

Public Works Committee to discuss the next step.  Mayor Bonfield stated how do we keep the line open 

even though the City does not own the line.   

 

4. Discussion of Increased Water Rates  

Mayor Bonfield met with Tim Simpson from PUD.  Tim Simpson indicated the biggest concern he had 

was that the city might not be able to meet all the water expenses.  If that was the situation, then PUD 

would come in and take over the cities debt and work on the infrastructure.  Mayor Bonfield stated the 

city is not at that point right now. If the city was to turn over the water to PUD the city would lose all 

City of Asotin water rights and the City of Asotin infrastructure lines.  The city would not receive any 

monies or reimbursement from PUD for the City of Asotin's infrastructure.  The city would have to place 

this issue on the ballot for a vote and this would be an additional cost to the taxpayers.   Mayor Bonfield 

would like Councilmember Tucker and Councilmember Bly to meet, review and make a decision on an 

acceptable water increase and give options to the council at the next meeting which will be held 

September 8th. 

 

Resident, Patrick McNamara of 616 First Street, stated this is the fourth meeting to discuss the water rate 

increase. He stated he has not heard any justification as to why there needs to be an increase.  Patrick 

McNamara stated he re-calculated and the increase is a 308% increase if the city chooses the $2.00 rate 

and the base rate would be a 20% increase. Patrick McNamara made a comparison of Riverpoint verses 

the mobile home park water rates. Councilmember Bly reminded Patrick McNamara that when 

Riverpoint was developed the owner had to pay a startup fee of $2,800.00 for each hook up.  

Councilmember Bly stated the Riverpointe Addition and the mobile home park is not comparable.  

Mayor Bonfield stated she would be glad to meet with Patrick McNamara on a one to one basis to 

answer or explain any more questions or concerns he may have.  Mayor Bonfield stated it takes a lot of 

time to go over all the information that is on the agenda.  Mayor Bonfield stated because the city has 

such a low economical level, the city does not have a choice but to increase the water rates.  

Councilmember Appleton stated to Patrick McNamara you have three minutes to discuss the topic, you 

have choose 12 minutes to talk and we have to pay our bills.  Councilmember Appleton stated the 

council will be making a decision soon. 

 

5. 2015 Asotin County Proposal of Increased Fees for Inmate Costs $65.56 /Court Fees per Ticket    

      $130.00 

City Attorney, Jane Richards received spreadsheets from City of Clarkston Clerk/Treasurer, Vickie 

 Storey.  The District Court Ticket fees are being based on the actual 2012 and 2013 expenses of District 

 Court costs which include the judge’s salary, the chief deputy salary, L& I Benefits, the bailiff's salary, 

 the judge pro-tem salary and the court appointed judges salary.  The least amount of a ticket that can be 

 issued by Asotin Police is $124.00. This is usually for a misdemeanor and that is usually all City of 

 Asotin Police issue. If the city has to pay District Court for that one ticket at $130.00 that will place 

 the city in the negative.  Asotin County has 48% of the tickets.  City of Asotin's portion is 9%.  City 

 Attorney, Jane Richards talked with City of Clarkston Attorney, Todd Richardson about the two cities 

 setting up their own District Court.  City Attorney, Jane Richards stated it would cost the cities more 

 in the front end but it would still be less expensive than $130.00 per ticket. Councilmember 

 Appleton stated the increased inmate costs at $65.56 are acceptable.  Councilmember Bly stated we 

agree with the inmate costs.  Councilmember Bly stated we are not paying 1/3 of the fees when the City 

of Asotin only has 9% of 233 tickets. Councilmember Bly also stated the City of Asotin is not paying 

 for Asotin County personnel wages. Mayor Bonfield would like City Attorney, Jane Richards to write a 
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 letter to Asotin County stating the City of Asotin agrees to pay $65.56 for the inmate costs and would 

 like to place a counter offer of $30.00 per District Court ticket.  

  

6. Discussion of Golf Cart Usage on City of Asotin Streets/Example of other city ordinances  

Clerk/Treasurer, Tiffany Rogers stated Councilmember Bly created the Golf Cart Draft and 

Clerk/Treasurer, Tiffany Rogers researched the Golf Cart Ordinance of Spokane County. The research 

shows the city has to create a zoning area for the golf carts.  Street signs also have to be installed in 

those zoning areas.  Clerk/Treasurer, Tiffany Rogers reported that one sign, hardware and the post would 

cost $40.00 each.  There would need to be more than 12 signs installed.  Therefore there would be a cost 

to the city. The city can charge a $50.00 fee for the sticker that is issued to the golf cart driver yearly.  

Mayor Bonfield stated not sure how many people are interested in driving a golf cart in Asotin. Mayor 

Bonfield will ask Councilmember Schneider and Councilmember Tucker who are on the Street 

Committee to look at the ordinance. 

 

NEW BUSINESS:   

1. Discussion of City of Asotin Owned Property Parcel 1-047-39-010-0001 111 Filmore and  

      Parcel 1-049-00-033-0000 Part of Filmore Street Extended Lot 7 

 Mayor Bonfield asked Clerk/Treasurer, Tiffany Rogers to place this topic on the agenda to discuss the 

 city owned property, the lot between Zip Trip and Twin River Bank and the 1.28 acres by the fair 

 grounds.  Mayor Bonfield stated the city needs to consider selling these properties to get them back on 

 the tax roll so the city can receive tax dollars and create economic development. The city will have to 

 have the properties appraised. To prepare for the sale of the 1.28 acre parcel located by the fairgrounds, 

 the city will have to send a letter to Asotin County asking them to remove the dirt, rocks and concrete 

 from the property as soon as possible to prepare for the appraisal.  Mayor Bonfield is asking the council 

 if it is acceptable to create and send the letter. The council agrees to send the letter upon review of the 

 language. 

 

2. City of Asotin ORV Inspections and Tags 

Councilmember Van Pelt talked with the State of Washington about tags or stickers on ORV's.  The 

State of Washington stated the ORV does have to have a visible sticker. There is not a state fee.  Mayor 

Bonfield spoke with Acting Police Chief, Scott Coppess and he would be willing to look at the 4-

wheelers and give them a one year sticker.  The year is based from January to December.   

 

3. Asotin-Anatone School District to paint panther paws on City of Asotin Streets 

Mayor Bonfield stated Julie Schaefer from the Asotin-Anatone School District would like to ask 

permission to paint Panther Paws on the streets during homecoming week.  The council agreed to allow 

the panther paws to be painted on the streets.  At this time they can also be painted on the cement areas.  

Previously in April, when the Asotin County Fair Board asked to paint bull’s heads, they were only 

allowed to paint on the pavement areas because the new cement on Second Street was not cured at that 

time. The cement has since cured so paint will be allowed on the new Second Street cement.  

 

KELTIC ENGINEERING, INC.:  

1. Second Street Department Of Ecology Stormwater Drainage Project G#1200602   $172,000.00 

The project has been advertised in the Lewiston Tribune and Keltic Engineering, Inc. has distributed 10 

bid sets of plans.  A pre-bid walk through of the project was held by Keltic Engineering, Inc. on August 

21, 2014.  The bids will be publicly opened on August 26, 2014 at 2:00pm.  The easement paperwork 

has all been approved and sent to Ecology for their file. Eric Hasenoehrl, Keltic Engineering, Inc. would 

like to ask the council to continue this meeting to award the contract to the lowest apparent bidder.  
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Mayor Bonfield stated tonight’s meeting will be recessed until Thursday, August 28
th

 at 5:30pm at City 

Hall. Eric Hasenoehrl, Keltic Engineering, Inc. will bring the tallied sheets to make the decision.   

 

2. Shoreline Master Program Update Project #G1400537  $50,000.00 

Keltic Engineering, Inc. met with the Planning Commission on August 21
st
 to provide an update on the 

project and discuss the review of materials that is coming up in September.  There is a tentative meeting 

scheduled for Thursday, September 11
th

 4:00pm with the Planning Commission and Jamie Short from 

Department of Ecology to begin reviewing the Inventory and Characterization Report draft (the 

“snapshot” of the current shoreline conditions). 

 

3. 5
th

 Street Paving Proposal – Update 

Clerk/Treasurer, Tiffany Rogers will find a date and time for the Public Works Committee members 

which are Councilmember Bly and Councilmember Tucker to meet with Public Works Superintendent, 

Bob Portlock and WWTP Operator Bill Frye and Eric Hasenoehrl, Keltic Engineering, Inc. to discuss 

the 5th Street Earl Addition.  

 

Resident, Charlotte Tuttle asked do you have to have sidewalks in the cul-de-sac.  Charlotte Tuttle stated 

she does not want sidewalks on her side of the cul-de-sac.  The fire truck cannot turn around nor can 

Naslund Disposal.  Mayor Bonfield stated this can be discussed at the meeting, however the City of 

Asotin Ordinance states the developments are required to have sidewalks, curbs and pavement. 

 

PUBLIC HEARING: None 

 

CLERK’S REPORT: 

1. Past Due Accounts for August  

Clerk/Treasurer, Tiffany Rogers reported there were 62 Past Due Utility Accounts for August.  

Clerk/Treasurer, Tiffany Rogers reported this month shut off letters and notices will be delivered by 

August 25th.  Unpaid billings will have their water shut off September 2nd.  

 

2. Congratulations Jennifer Bly on Certificate of Training on the Open Records, Open Public 

Meeting 

Clerk/Treasurer Tiffany Rogers presented Councilmember Bly with a certificate for completing the 

Open Records and Open Public Meeting Training. 

 

POLICE REPORT: None 

CITY ATTORNEY: None 

FIRE DEPARTMENT: None 

PLANNING COMMISSION: Chairperson, Elaine Greene stated the vote to not allow the variance at 328 

Garfield Street was a unanimous decision.  The commission did not feel it was a hardship.  They were 

concerned about fire and police personnel getting to the house.  The plans also called for posts to be cemented 

into the ground, therefore making it a permanent structure.    

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
a. Mayor Pro-Tem -Mervin Schneider    

b. Administrative Personnel - Jennifer Bly 

c. Public Safety (Law Enforcement, Fire Safety, Emergency Services) - Bob Van Pelt & Joe Appleton 

d. Public Works (Water, Sewer, Utility Franchises) - George Tucker & Jennifer Bly 

e. Transportation (Streets, Dept of Transportation Liaison) - George Tucker & Mervin Schneider 

f. Parks and Recreation (Parks, Cemetery, Asotin Community Center Historical) - Bob Van Pelt 
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g. Finance - Jennifer Bly & Joe Appleton 

h. Asotin County EMS Board  (HOLD) 

i. Asotin County Solid Waste Advisory (HOLD) 

j. Asotin County Health District - Vikki Bonfield 

k. PTBA - Mervin Schneider 

l. MPO Technical Advisory Committee - Bob Portlock 

m. MPO Policy Board - Mervin Schneider 

n. Stormwater - Jennifer Bly 

 

KELLER ASSOCIATES, INC. CONSULTANT REPORT: 
Mayor Bonfield stated there will be a set of new documents in a new format for the Waste Water Treatment 

Plant Upgrade Grant that she will have to sign from the USDA- Rural Development.  She wanted to inform the 

council that she will be re-signing the documents.  It is the same information that was approved for her to sign 

at the beginning of the loan and the grant, however, USDA-Rural Development created a new format.  All the 

documents have to be re-signed due to the new format.   

 

Resident, Frances Gale of 204 Adams Street wants to know when stormwater will be starting the Second Street 

project. Mayor Bonfield explained the project will start on Washington to Harding. Mayor Bonfield stated the 

project is in the planning stage now.  Construction on the road will not start until a funding source is located. 

 

COUNCIL COMMUNICATIONS: 

Mervin Schneider-None 

Joe Appleton–None 

Jennifer Bly –Councilmember Bly stated she noticed the new street speed limit sign on Jefferson. Resident, 

Charlotte Tuttle thanked the Mayor and Council for raising the speed limit from 20 to 25 miles an hour.  

Bob Van Pelt–Councilmember Van Pelt asked when stromwater will sweep the streets due to the Friday Night 

storm.  Mayor Bonfield stated we need to let them know we had issues. 

George Tucker–None 

 

Resident, Elaine Greene stated stormwater placed a strip of hot pavement along the road side leading to Quarry 

Road.  During the Friday Night storm, this did stop the dirt and rocks from clogging the drains.  Councilmember 

Bly will inform the stormwater team that this worked in this area. 

 

MAYOR’S REPORT:  

Mayor Bonfield explained the Bureau of Land Management is going to update the SCAT Machine that is 

located at the Marina.  They are also going to include a sewer waste station that will be connected and hooked 

into the SCAT Machine for recreational vehicles.  

 

Mayor Bonfield reported, Kent Holland from PUD stated the water tower pump was hit by lightning Friday, 

August 22
nd

.  Zip Trip (Cenex) called PUD at 10:00pm explaining they had no water pressure at their place of 

business.  Upon investigating the location, it took Avista, Flerchinger Electric and PUD a few hours to fix and 

repair the pump.   

 

RESOLUTIONS & ORDINANCES: 

1. First Reading of Ordinance 2014-783- Being an Ordinance amending Ordinance 86-364 Chapter 10.20 

Skateboards, Go Carts, Scooters, Roller Skates and Other Toy Vehicles of the Asotin Municipal Code 

Section 10.20.020, 10.20.030 and 10.20.040 and providing for the effective date hereof. 

Councilmember Van Pelt made a motion to approve the first reading of Ordinance 2014-783- Being an 

Ordinance amending Ordinance 86-364 Chapter 10.20 Skateboards, Go Carts, Scooters, Roller Skates 
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and Other Toy Vehicles of the Asotin Municipal Code Section 10.20.020, 10.20.030 and 10.20.040 and 

providing for the effective date hereof. Seconded by Councilmember Bly.  There was no discussion.  All 

Aye.  Motion carried. 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION:  RCW 42.30.110  

 

RECESS: Meeting was recessed until Thursday, August 28th at 5:30pm to accept the open bid. 

 

BACK IN SESSION: August 28th, 5:30pm City Hall 

Eric Hasenoehrl, Keltic Engineering, Inc. explained there were four bids that were opened and reviewed. The 

bid was awarded to Crea Construction for $107,192.25. Crea Construction was the lowest and responsible 

bidder.  Crea Construction had their state, local and federal license and bonding permits. Eric Hasenoehrl, 

Keltic Engineering, Inc. would like to ask the Mayor and the Council if he can proceed forward with awarding 

the bid to Crea Construction.  Councilmember Bly made a motion to have Eric Hasenoehrl, Keltic Engineering, 

Inc. create the notice of award and all other paperwork that applies. Seconded by Councilmember Schneider. 

There was no discussion.  All Aye.  Motion carried.  Eric Hasenoehrl, Keltic Engineering, Inc. would like to ask 

the Mayor and the Council if he can proceed forward to create the Notice to Proceed for the funding agency. 

Councilmember Bly made a motion to have Eric Hasenoehrl, Keltic Engineering, Inc. create the Notice to 

proceed with the funding agency and all other paperwork that applies once City Attorney, Jane Richards 

reviews the documents. Seconded by Councilmember Schneider. There was no discussion.  All Aye.  Motion 

carried. Lisa Hasenoehrl, Keltic Engineering, Inc. will be talking with Department of Ecology to see if they can 

reimburse the City for easement work and other attorney fees. 

 

ADJOURNMENT: Motion to adjourn the meeting August 28, 2014 made by Councilmember Bly. Seconded 

by Councilmember Schneider.  There was no discussion.  All Aye.  Motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 

5:35PM. 

 

 

_________________________________ 

Mayor, Vikki Bonfield 

 

 

__________________________________ 

Clerk/Treasurer, Tiffany Rogers  

 


