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   ASOTIN CITY INFORMATIONAL MEETING MINUTES 

Saturday, October 15, 2016 

Asotin City Hall, 121 Cleveland Street, Asotin WA 

 

THE ASOTIN CITY PUBLIC INFORMATIONAL MEETING CONVENED AT 10:00am  

 

ROLL CALL:     Mayor Vikki Bonfield, Joe Appleton, Jennifer Bly, Lori Loseth, George Tucker  

  

STAFF PRESENT: Tiffany Rogers, Clerk/Treasurer, Tina Davidson, Deputy Clerk, Bob Portlock, Public 

Works Superintendent  

   

PRESS:     None 

 

AUDIENCE:     Mike Feil, Jean Howlett, Sharlene Tiller, Janet Truitt, Floyd Miller, Penny Elliott, Bret 

Kasperbauer, Kimron Haugen.  There were more public present than signed the 

attendance form. 

  

Mayor Bonfield thanked the public for attending the meeting.  Mayor Bonfield stated the purpose of this 

meeting is to inform the public of why the city is asking for a Street Maintenance and Operation Levy Tax for 

2017. 

 

Mayor Bonfield explained the process of applying for federal and state grants and the match monies that have to 

be met by the City of Asotin.   She provided examples of how much street projects costs.  The match monies 

that have to be met by the city can be as low as 5% and as high as 13.5% of the total grant.  The city has to have 

existing match funds before a federal or state government will consider granting the funds.  Therefore, that is 

why the city is asking for Street Maintenance and Operation Levy Tax so there will be match money to go 

forward with grant funding.  There are shovel ready projects, however, the city does not have enough matching 

funds to apply for the grant funding. 

 

Mayor Bonfield stated the Street Maintenance and Operation Levy Tax that will be before the citizens is a one 

year levy that will be voted on each year. 

 

The Street Maintenance and Operation Levy Tax will go into the Street Fund. This money will be dedicated and 

designated only to the Street Fund.   

 

The City of Asotin Street Maintenance and Operation Levy Tax will produce $42,000.00 at the rate of .50 per 

$1,000 of True and Assessed Valuation.  

Cost to Tax Payers: 

100,000 Assessed Value = $50/year for taxes                                                           

250,000 Assessed Value = $125/year for taxes                                                           

350,000 Assessed Value = $175/year for taxes                                                          

400,000 Assessed Value = $200/year for taxes 

 

Resident, Janet Truitt of 208 Cleveland Street, Asotin WA was inquiring about the Cleveland Street Sidewalk 

project.  Public Works Superintendent, Bob Portlock explained this is a $70,000.00 grant with no match 

required from the Federal Transportation Alternatives Programs (TAP).  Public Works Superintendent, Bob 

Portlock reported the project will be surveyed, create a set of plans, obtain bids and award the bid.  However, 

the city will not sacrifice the project just because winter is setting in, therefore, the project will be completed in 
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spring.  Janet Truitt asked about the EKO blocks on her property being moved. Public Works Superintendent, 

Bob Portlock stated the contractor will move the EKO blocks for her.  

 

Mayor Bonfield thanked Public Works Superintendent, Bob Portlock and Deputy Clerk, Tina Davidson for 

completing the grant paperwork and for communicating with the federal government program.  Mayor Bonfield 

stated the community does not hear the extent of what the city crew does on behalf of the city residents.  They 

spend countless hours going after the funding that benefit the community.  Councilmember Bly stated that 

Public Works Superintendent, Bob Portlock used to work for Poe Asphalt for seventeen years and all that 

knowledge is a benefit to the city.  There are a lot of projects that are completed with the city crew that do not 

have to be hired out due to the experience they have in their area. 

 

Resident, Sharlene Tiller of 1309 4
th

 Street had a concern about 4
th

 Street being the last priority on the Six Year 

Transportation Plan.  Mayor Bonfield explained the situation with 4
th

 Street is there are no infrastructure, no 

curb, no sidewalk and no stormwater.  The installation of stormwater alone on 4
th

 Street will cost over $1 

million dollars. Mayor Bonfield stated 4
th

 Street is going to be a large project. However, the city has to 

complete a Six Year Transportation Plan each year before the state or federal government will consider giving 

the city funding.  Each priority that is listed on the Six Year Transportation Plan the monies will come from all 

different parts of the government.  Government offers funding through different agencies, example the 

Memorial Bridge funding will come from a different funding source than the streets funding.  If funding came 

from a source that supported the needs of 4
th

 Street then 4
th

 Street would be completed before the other 

priorities. 

 

Kimron Haugen asked about the Memorial Bridge repairs.  Mayor Bonfield stated the bridge is structurally 

stable however, it’s the pillars and sides that are crumbling.  

 

2
nd

 Street is another large project, however it can be completed in stages.  2
nd

 Street is more than 40 feet wide.  

The state and federal funds will only pay for pavement of 24 feet which is two 12 foot stripes.  Therefore, the 

sides of 2
nd

 Street will be gravel.  The gravel will also be the filtration system to support the stormwater. 

 

Resident, Mike Feil of 611 3
rd

 Street wanted to know when the alleyways were going to be cleanup.  Public 

Works Superintendent, Bob Portlock stated this month.  Clerk/Treasurer, Tiffany Rogers stated there is no grant 

funding available for alleyways.  Therefore, if alleyways are to be paved, the City of Asotin has the 

responsibility for the full cost to pave the alleyways.   

 

Resident, Penny Elliot of 145 Meador Street, asked about a stormwater issue.  Mayor Bonfield stated any time 

anybody has issues with stormwater, call city hall and we can contact stormwater.  Also, the stormwater office 

is located in the Asotin County Courthouse on the third floor.  Matt Carlson is the Regional Stormwater 

Coordinator. 

 

Councilmember Bly stated the Clean Water Act of 1960 stated that all water and discharge from the streets were 

no longer allowed to go into the rivers and streams.  Therefore, stormwater programs have been placed in each 

county.  The stormwater fees that are collected from the City of Asotin are forwarded to Asotin County.  

Councilmember Bly stated there are two amazing crew members that run the stormwater equipment and fix 

problem areas.  They handle huge projects all over Asotin County and the cities of Asotin and Clarkston. 

Councilmember Bly stated stormwater staff is really great to work with.  Public Works Superintendent, Bob 

Portlock stated the City of Asotin had a small stormwater project on 4
th

 Street and the crew helped with that 

project.  They also sweep our streets when needed or when asked. 
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Public Works Superintendent, Bob Portlock stated 2
nd

 Street will have a filtration stormwater system that will 

be set in the right of way.  The Department of Ecology liked this idea and approved it. Therefore the City of 

Asotin is #3 out the State of Washington to receive funding.  This project will be completed in phases.  Match 

monies are easier to get in phases.  This project is shovel ready for stormwater once funding is completed. 

  

Resident, Sharlene Tiller of 1309 4
th

 Street asked what if the levy does not pass.  Public Works Superintendent, 

Bob Portlock stated the city receives .25 on every dollar for property taxes.  That is for the entire city to operate 

on.  The Street budget receives 35% of the cities property tax to operate on which does not include enough 

funding to go after street projects.  Public Works Superintendent, Bob Portlock stated that is why the city needs 

to ask the voters for more funding that is designated just for the streets. Public Works Superintendent, Bob 

Portlock stated the city is also completing a project to reclassify the city streets.  The federal and state rules 

change constantly.  New projects on old streets have to be brought up to the new standards such as ADA 

regulations, curbs, sidewalks and cut outs. To reclassify city streets, the federal and state governments want data 

such as, does the street connect to a state arterial, does it have a bus and mail route, is it used as a pedestrian 

route, and is it a safe route to school. Therefore, there will be traffic counters placed on the streets to start 

recording data.  

 

Councilmember Loseth and Public Works Superintendent, Bob Portlock stated they are working on a 

Transportation Plan.  They have been attending the Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) meetings. 

Public Works Superintendent, Bob Portlock stated the MPO is a great local entity that distributes their funding 

locally and helps subsidize costs. The MPO has granted $30,000.00 to the City of Asotin for a Transportation 

Plan.  This study looks at all the streets in the City of Asotin.  This will prioritize the streets and research needs 

such as fire truck access etc. The federal and state governments require data to be collected in order to 

determine the needs.  The MPO will hold a Public Hearing at Asotin City Hall for input and discussion on the 

Transportation Plan. Along with the Six Year Transportation Plan there is also a Twenty Year Transportation 

Plan that is created as well.  The study should be completed by this spring. 

 

Mayor Bonfield stated if there is a really bad area on a street to please call City Hall and report it.  Public Works 

Superintendent, Bob Portlock may be able to fix it short term.  Also, please call City Hall if there are any 

stormwater issues.  The city will contact stormwater to see what they can do to fix the situation. 

 

No decisions were made at this informational meeting.  

 

ADJOURNMENT: Meeting Adjourned at 11:00am. 

 

 

__________________________________ 

Clerk/Treasurer, Tiffany Rogers 
 

 

  

 

 

 


